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Dear (enter name)

Firstly, please accept my apologies for writing to you in this manner as I appreciate that you must receive many letters requesting assistance with charitable causes. 

My name is (insert your name)  and I am writing to you about a young boy, Jacob Marsland who I am currently supporting as a fund raiser. Jacob is five years old and has Neuroblastoma, an extremely rare and aggressive form of childhood cancer. There are currently only approximately one hundred children diagnosed with this disease in the UK each year. Neuroblastoma is a tumour which arises either in the sympathetic nervous system or closely associated adrenal glands and is usually, although not always, located in the abdomen. Because the symptoms of the disease tend to be varied and vague, it can be extremely difficult to detect and treat. Currently, some 65% of neuroblastomas are not diagnosed until the disease is widespread, which then greatly reduces survival rates. Despite intensi[image: image2.jpg]


ve treatment with chemotherapy, the likelihood of relapse is extremely high, making this one of the most lethal of all childhood cancers.

Jacob is an incredibly brave little boy and has for the last nine months been receiving intensive chemotherapy at Alder Hey Hospital. Sadly, Jacob has not responded to his treatment and  has been given a slim chance of survival.  Options for further treatment in the United Kingdom are nearly exhausted and his only hope may now come from a pioneering treatment known as 3F8 antibody therapy. There is no UK government funding for this treatment or to research a cure for Neuroblastoma. Therefore, all funding has to be found through charitable donations and the generosity of the general public.

Currently the only hospital in the world that can provide the pioneering antibody treatment is the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Centre in Manhattan, America. However, the cost of this treatment is estimated to be in the region of £350,000 to £500,000. 

Jacob’s parents have now launched the ‘Jacob Marsland Appeal’ and together with their supporters are looking to embark on a series of fund raising activities to raise money for his future treatment.

Without the support of kind and generous people and organisations, such as yours, our chances of getting Jacob over to America for this possibly life saving treatment are virtually non existent. We are therefore writing to you to ask if there is any way that you could possibly support us in this huge task. With your support anything can be possible!

Any support that you can give us is invaluable. Help may be in the form of a donation of a prize that we can raffle or auction, to simply donating directly to Jacob’s appeal. We welcome anything that can be done to help us in Jacob’s fight. Donations can be made by visiting any NatWest Bank and donating to the Jacob Marsland Appeal, sort code 50 30 05, account number 24094900.  Cheques should be made payable to ‘Jacob Marsland Appeal’ and can also be sent to the address below.

Jacob’s appeal is under the auspices of the 2Simple Trust, 3-4 Sentinel Square London NW4 2EL, Telephone 020 – 8203 0104.  Registered charity no. 1113954.

Should you prefer you can ring 0208 203 0104 and ask for the Jacob Marsland Appeal office between 9.00am and 5.30pm Monday-Friday. Have your debit or credit card details handy when you call. If calling out of hours, you can leave an answer phone message with your name and daytime telephone number and somebody will call you back when the office is open.
Further information about Jacob and his fight against Neuroblastoma can be at www.jacobmarslandappeal.org where it will also be possible to make a donation by credit/debit card. For details about the antibody treatment which may give Jacob a chance of survival, please visit www.mskcc.org. You can also contact me further on (enter your contact details).

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this letter and for any help and support that you may be able to give to Jacob.

Kindest regards.

(Enter your signature)
Click here to insert recipients details.








Click here to enter your contact details.















